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***MEDIA RELEASE*** 
March 22, 2017 

 

 The Alamosa Police Department is warning local businesses and citizens of the San Luis Valley to be 

vigilant after an increase of reports involving “Counterfeit Money”. We are currently investigating several 

incidents where fake $50.00 notes are being circulating in the City of Alamosa and have been used in a range of 

different businesses to purchase goods. The counterfeit notes that we have in our custody display serial #’s 

JD74813512A and MD32341228A. 

 

We are asking people to pay special attention when receiving $50.00 & $100.00 notes or any other notes 

to inspect them closely to ensure they are legitimate before accepting them. The questionable notes look very 

real at a glance however, are very different from regular bills as far as texture and print. These counterfeit notes 

have a watermark but have a funny face and do not match the face on the bill. If a person is trying to use these 

counterfeit notes, please take custody of the counterfeit money and call police. We ask that you be a good 

witness when dealing with these types of cases. 
 

6 ways to detect counterfeit or phony money: 

 

 Hold the bill up to the light look for watermark (pay special attention to the features of the 

watermark). 

 Observe the portrait, security features, and wording.  

 Feel for texture of paper. 

 Tilt the bill to examine the color-shift and printing quality, it should have red and blue fibers on 

the note. 

 Examine the micro-printing. 

 Compare the note to another for matching comparison features. 
 

The Alamosa Police Department Police is asking anyone who may have information on the counterfeit 

notes or the people using them to call the Police Department at 719-589-2548 or if you wish to remain 

anonymous call Crime Stoppers at 719-589-4111. 
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