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Riding Bicycles Safely in Alamosa 

 

 As the weather has warmed and more and more people are out on bicycles enjoying the beauty of 

Alamosa and the San Luis Valley, the Alamosa Police Department is asking for your help with insuring a safe 

and enjoyable summer on two wheels. In the recent weeks, concerns have been brought to our attention about 

cyclists riding on the sidewalks, riding against traffic, and not obeying other traffic laws. In response to these 

concerns, our officers are being more visible to the cyclist community in an effort to educate and hopefully gain 

voluntary compliance. If you ride a bicycle in the City, please familiarize yourself with the short list of rules of 

the road we have summarized (specific to Alamosa) below and become an ambassador for cyclists and a good 

role model to others. 

 

 Although MOST rules that apply to a motor vehicle also apply to cyclists there are a few specific laws 

that are broken, or that we receive complaints about consistently. Riding on the sidewalk, or on the roadway 

against traffic are the two most frequently reported and observed bicycle violations; but we have listed others to 

consider as well.    

 

1. Don’t ride on sidewalks; this is not only a violation of our City Ordinances it can also be unsafe and 

disruptive to pedestrian, residents, and businesses. Riding on a sidewalk is strictly prohibited adjacent to 

the following streets; those parts of Ross, Edison, San Juan, State, Hunt and Denver Avenues lying 

between the north sidewalk adjacent to Fourth Street and south sidewalks adjacent to Sixth Street; those 

parts of Fourth, Main, and Sixth Streets lying between the west sidewalk adjacent to Ross Avenue and 

east sidewalk adjacent to Denver Avenue; and both sidewalks adjacent to the 1400 block of Main Street.   

2. Never ride against traffic; if bicyclists and vehicles follow the same rules we all have a greater 

understanding of each other’s intentions and SAFETY.  

3. Follow lane markings; whether it’s a general traffic lane or a designated bicycle lane.  

4. Don’t pass on the right; like cars, motorists may not see or look for a bicycle on the right.  

5. Use hand signals when changing lanes or making a turn.  

6. Use lighting on your bicycle at night.  

7. Obey traffic signs and signals.  

 

There are many other rules of the road not mentioned above, but by adhering to the list above and working 

to change our habits we can all make traveling in our City a safer experience for all. Let’s keep Alamosa a 

safe and great place to live.   
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