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Canine Program 

 
In the later months of 2014 a private citizen approached staff of the Police Department and 

expressed interest in making a donation to the city for the Police Department to begin a K-9 Program.  
This donation was based from the citizen’s concern of the increasing drug issues with our city, 
Colorado and across the country.  After researching a single purpose drug detection dog and 
obtaining costs, the program was proposed to City Staff and to council.  The program was approved 
and the private citizen made the donation as promised.  City Manager Heather Brooks and the City 
Council also supported the program and allocated money in our 2015 budget to support the program.     

 
Once the program was approved, all officers were invited to apply for the position of K-9 

handler for our agency.  After receiving applications, Corporal Tate Kindschuh was selected to be our 
handler.   
 

Captain Sam Maestas then solicited information from agencies that currently have K-9 
Programs and a recommendation was made to evaluate and speak with Alliance K-9 Detection 
Services in Colorado Springs.  We then contacted them and Corporal Kindschuh, Captain Maestas, 
and I traveled to Colorado Springs, Colorado and met the owners, Greg and Randy Johnson.  During 
the visit we observed their K-9’s in action and they demonstrated several different scenarios for the 
three of us.  Corporal Kindschuh was also allowed to handle several of their dogs during this time.  
He was given a brief training exercise and advised what to expect as a handler. Randy and Greg both 
agreed that Officer Kindschuh displayed the skills and abilities to be a canine handler. 

After meeting with the Johnson’s we agreed that this was the vendor who we wanted to work 
with in obtaining a canine and the training and detection process that Corporal Kindschuh would 
undergo.  At the beginning of November, Randy Johnson contacted us and stated that they had 
located a canine for us. Randy stated that the dog was an eleven month old female Dutch Shepard 
named Samantha or “Sam” for short.  She is current with all of her vaccinations and has been spayed.  
They have tested the dog and she has exceeded all their expectations and standards. According to 
Greg who is the primary trainer, the dog has an unbelievable drive and has a keen sense for narcotics 
detection.  
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In January, Corporal Kindschuh began traveling to Colorado Springs, Colorado to complete 

his training with Samantha and obtain their certification.  He completed for days of training a week 
and after a little over a month, he and Samantha became certified through the NPCA on Wednesday, 
February 11, 2015.    

Cpl. Kindschuh’s training during this time consisted of the following topics: 

• Leash control and relaxed posture during a search 

• Utilizing a search pattern and how to break down a search area (indoors or out) 

• Safety for the handler and canine when entering a search area 

• Understanding your dog, behavioral changes, and indicators based on behavior 

• Narcotic Detection 

• Understanding of false odors and in the real world of searches 

• Training philosophies… how, where, when, and why 

• Working and understanding a scan 

With the implementation of this program, we had a need to properly transport and patrol with 
Samantha during Cpl. Kindschuh’s shifts.  To accomplish this, we converted Cpl. Kindschuh’s 2013 
Ford Police Sedan to a properly outfitted K-9 vehicle.  This process consisted of a canine insert, 
climate control with warning system, cooling system and graphics” POLICE DOG-STAY BACK”. 

The implementation of a canine unit for the Alamosa Police Department has been a program long 
overdue with countless benefits that can accommodate the organization from day to day. The 
program will not only assist officers with their duties, but will enable the public to appreciate the 
more advanced services they deserve. 
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Drug Arrest 
 
On Wednesday, February 18, 2015, Cpl. Kindschuh and Samantha worked their first shift as a 

team.  During this shift, Alamosa Police Department officers acted on intelligence that a large amount 
of heroin and currency was being transported through the city.  At approximately 4:30 P.M. officers 
contacted the suspect vehicle and its driver as he travelled westbound through Alamosa.  Cpl. 
Kindschuh and Samantha were called to the scene and put into action.  Samantha’s efforts ultimately 
yielded the seizure of the vehicle and the arrest of the driver, identified as 37 year old Joel Velasquez, 
who was transported and booked into the Alamosa County Detention Center.  The vehicle was 
impounded and taken to the Alamosa Police Departments’ evidence processing center where a large 
amount of heroin with an estimated street value of $75,000 was recovered along with over $4000.00 in 
cash.  Various other items were seized from the vehicle, and Velasquez will be facing numerous 
charges including driving under the influence of drugs, and possession of a Schedule 1 controlled 
substance.  Further charges regarding the materials found inside of the vehicle are pending against 
Velasquez.  He is currently being held at Alamosa County Detention Center pending a court 
appearance.   
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